Now he showed his good heart by procuring for him provisions
for the voyage, without which he might never have readied
Lisbon alive.
On 25 January he was summoned finally before the Grand
Inquisitor and made to swear that 'he should keep exactly the
secret of all which he had seen, heard or said or which had
been acted concerning him either at the Table or at any place of
the Holy Office'. It was this oath, taken on the Gospel, which
made him hesitate for ten years to publish his history.
That night, preparatory to embarking, he was lodged in the
Archbishop's prison, the infamous Al Jabir, a dungeon similar to
the Salle to which Pyrard was sent, dark, stifling, and filthy,
crowded with galley slaves. But now he himself was a galley slave,
and such a horror had he taken of the Inquisition and his solitary
cell, clean though it was, that the Al Jabir seemed human, and,
so, happy in comparison. After being there forty-eight hours, he
says, ' An Officer of the Holy Office, clapping Irons upon my feet,
carried me to a Ship which was in the Road'. They weighed
anchor on 27 January and making a very fast passage reached
Brazil in May, remaining until September, awaiting a good wind.
Dellon was shut up at night in the local prison, but allowed in the
daytime to stroll about the town.
On the passage from Brazil to Lisbon he had a narrow escape,
not from drowning or other mishap of shipboard, but of being
declared a relapsed heretic. A certain friar was celebrating Mass.
When Dellon approached the Holy Table to receive the Sacra-
ment he shut his eyes out of devotion. The friar, who had a pre-
judice against him. because he had been convicted by the Inquisi-
tion, sent for him afterwards and declared that his conduct smelt of
heresy, 4 since I vouchsafed not so much as to look upon our Lord,
when he was presented to me in the Communion'. Dellon was
much alarmed at this accusation. On arrival at Lisbon he would be
in reach of the Inquisition again. If this friar chose to lay a com-
plaint against him he might find himself charged with relapsing,
when nothing could save him from the stake. He hastened to
apologize in the most contrite manner, assuring the friar that his
motive in closing his eyes had been wholly that * of humbling my-
self in the presence of God'. It was with difficulty that he suc-
ceeded in soothing the fanatic, who accepted the explanation with
very bad grace.
Galleys, in the proper sense of that term? had been abolished in
61